
The broad spectrum kill of Hibiclens® is demonstrated.

METHOD
TFM contains a list of organisms against which an antiseptic can be 
tested to determine its broad spectrum kill. These include Gram positive 
and Gram negative, bacilli and/or cocci, viruses, yeasts and fungi.  

The list on the next page contains 22 species – one from the 
American Type Culture Collection (ATCC) strain and another from 
the BioScience Laboratories Inc. (BSLI) strain. For three of the 
organisms (noted with a ‘(2)’ on the chart), TFM requires testing of 
four strains, rather than two. Thus, those three, plus the 22, equal 25 
organisms for each of the two strains, totaling 50 organisms.

RESULTS
•	 In a test to determine broad spectrum kill against 50 organisms, 

Hibiclens killed almost half (20 of 50 strains) of the organisms 
within 15 seconds, and eight more organisms were killed at  
1 minute. Remaining strains were killed at 5 to 10 minutes.  

•	 All the organisms were killed by Hibiclens to the 99.999% level 
or the maximum kill within the limits of the test method after 
10 minutes of exposure.   
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Although the APIC 
and HICPAC guidelines have 

been adopted by the majority of 
hospitals, adherence of healthcare 

workers to recommended handwashing 
practices has remained low. 

– Pittet D, Mourouga P, Perneger TV, Members of the Infection 
Control Program. Compliance with handwashing  

in a teaching hospital. 
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