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Persistence
Ability of antiseptic to kill microbes and  
prevent microbial counts from exceeding  
the baseline population number. 

Residual Kill 
The ability of the antiseptic-treated skin 
to continue killing microbes for a period of 
time after application is complete, typically 
measured in hours.

Cumulative Effect
Ability of antiseptic to show increasing 
antimicrobial activity with additional 
application(s).
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